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Copperplate printed wall tiles

Decorative Art Tile Co. Pattern no. 85 registered in 1887



Block-printed wall tiles

Minton, Hollins & Co.. c. 1875 Robert Minton
Taylor, c. 1870



Tiles as fire-proof building material



Tiles as a hygienic and easily cleaned building material

Royal Dairy at Frogmore, Windsor, 1858-61

Glazed faience and block-printed tiles by Minton, Hollins & Co. cover the
walls



Grand Theatre in Leeds, 1878, with block-
printed wall tiles by the firm W. Whetstone,

Coalville, Leicestershire
6



Tiled porch in London with printed tiles by the Decorative Art Tile Co., Hanley, c. 1890



Builders Merchants
catalogue, c.
1895-1900



British manufacturers and their
designers









Aerial view of the Minton, Hollins & Co. factory



Minton, Hollins & Co. tile pattern books
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Minton, Hollins & Co. tile pattern books

3 pattern books

2000+ designs actual size
66 series of picture tiles

950 single picture tiles

1870 first registered design

1886 last registered design

14



Copper plate printed

Block printed
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Classical
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Medieval
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Islamic
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Oriental
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Dutch delftware themes
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A series of twelve Aesthetic Movement inspired tile designs with fans, bamboo, blossom etc.
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A series of twelve designs by John Moyr Smith with scenes from English history c. 1875
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Tile design from a series of 12 fables in the
Minton Hollins pattern book showing the story of
The Sun and the Frogs based on illustrations by
the French artist Gustave Doré for the fables of
La Fontaine published in 1868
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Minton Hollins tile showing Weighing
the Jockey from a series of 12
hunting and racing scenes some of
which some are based on aquatints
in W.H. Pyne’s ‘Microcosm’ of 1808
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From the Shakespeare series (24) c. 1874

From the Fairy Tales series (12) c. 1873

John Moyr Smith
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From The Husbandry series (12) c. 1875
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From Tennyson’s ldylls of the King series (12) c. 1876
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William Wise self portrait, c. 1876

From the Rustic Scenes series c. 1878
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Detail of an 8 inch tile
executed as a ‘print and
tint’ design
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L. T. Swetnam

‘Westgate in Warwick’ from a series of 12 British scenes c. 1885
1977

Tile found in a derelict house in Leeds in
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Christopher Dresser visited Japan in 1866-7

Flower pot late Edo period (1860-62)

Sketches made in the early 1870s (Minton archives)
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Queen Victoria’s Golden Jubilee commemorative tile 1887 (Potteries Museum & Art Gallery, Hanley) 35



Mintons China
Works (1893)
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Various kinds of information on the back of a tile 37



Entrance of the Maw & Co. tile works at Jackfield designed by Charles Lynam and opened in 1883
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Maw & Co. tile catalogue, c. 1880
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Walter Crane designs (1878) for Maw
& Co. with Roman personifications of
The Seasons and the Times of Day
executed as transfer printed designs
with colours added by hand
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Owen Gibbons Geisha Girls series, 1885
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Engraving of the Craven Dunnill tile works at Jackfield from L . Jewitt, Ceramic Art of Great Britain, 1878 ,;



Lithographic stone with tile designs c.
1890 (from the Craven Dunnill tile works)
with matching tile printed in blue
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Lithographically printed

Transfer print from a copper plate
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From the Medieval
Occupations
series, c. 1878
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From the

Medieval

Musicians
series, C.

1878
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A Spode’s clay cellar converted to a wine cellar (with acknowledgements to Pam Wooliscroft)
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Wedgwood tile
catalogue c. 1880

49



From a series of 20 illustrating the life of Jesus
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From The Months series by Helen J. Miles
Game series

From The
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Thomas Allen

Wedgwood’s Greek Musicians series c.
1878 used on plates and tiles
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Albert Moore, A Quartet (1868) and a Thomas Allen tile ‘inspired’ by the painting?
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Sherwin & Cotton

1877-1911
Based in Hanley, Staffordshire



Sherwin & Cotton print and tint tiles c. 1880
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Decorative Art Tile Company
1881-1906

Based in Hanley, Staffordshire.



Design no. 91 registered in 1887
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Decorative Art Tile Co. pattern book (V&A London)
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Arum lilies

Naturalistic flowers

Azaleas
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Functional applications of
transfer-printed tiles



Transfer-printed tiles
by the firm Jackson
Brothers in the porch
of a Victorian house
in London, c. 1890
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Tiled porch in Hull, c. 1900 -1905
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Victorian tiled hallway furniture
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Victorian wash-basin with a tiled splash-back of Mintons China Works tiles designed by John Moyr Smith
with scenes from the Waverley Novels (Mill Owner’s House at the Industrial Museum in Bradford) 65



Washstand with Mintons
China Works tiles depicting
the days of the week
designed by Elizabeth Ellen
Houghton
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Victorian drawing room in the Mill Owner’s House at the Industrial Museum in Bradford
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Cast iron grate with transfer-printed tiles

fireproof
easily cleaned
reflects heat
decorative
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Cast-iron stove with
Mintons China
Works tiles
designed by John
Moyr Smith
showing scenes
from the Waverley
Novels.,

c. 1890
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Reconstructed Butcher’s shop with Mintons China
Works tiles at the Gladstone Pottery Museum in

Longton

Butcher’s shop, Headingley, Leeds,
c. 1890 (demolished) with a
Mintons China Works tile by William
Wise
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Butcher’s shop, Roman
Road, Roundhay, Leeds ,c.
1900
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Minton Free Library, London Road,
Stoke, designed by Charles Lynam,
1878
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Block-printed pictorial tiles with scenes from the life of Jesus
designed by John Moyr Smith
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Small shop in Broseley near
Ironbridge with walls covered
with left-over transfer-printed
tiles from the Maw and
Craven Dunnill factories
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The home of the publisher and antique dealer
Richard Dennis . The kitchen walls are covered

with transfer printed tiles of the period
1870-1900

75



The End





